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Lea. Sir, 


Thank you for your laſt, that gave 
me an Account of the late A againſt 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters of England, 
with an Abridgment of the Bill 
ought into the Houſe of Commons for 
lerating the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scot. 
2d, You know my Thoughts about T'o- 
. I was ever for it, and ever an 
my to Perſecution for Conſcience-fake ; 

4 I ſhall not need to trouble y ou 
that Subject. But ſince you deſire me 
write my Thoughts with all Freedom of 
iS Bill, I ſhall readily obey you. 

Before I did read i it, 1 expected it might 
for ſuch a Tolcration here as is in Eng- 
a, neither more nor leſs, with the ſame 
dulgence and Reſtrictions Civil and Ec- 

faſtick ; which tho ſome more warm 
ebyterians here would not formally de- 
e, yet would peaceably acquieſce in for 
> ſake of the Quiet of the Kingdom. 
t I find it is rather for the eftabliſhing 
another Church in Scotland by Law, 
on almoſt an equal footing with the 


abliſh'd Kirk; and moſt People of all 
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forts will reckon it as an Introduction tt 
the aboliſhing of Presbytery in Scotlanif 
and the making the Union more complea M 
by an Uniformity of Church-Government 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, Now methinit 
If concerns you that are at the Helm t| 
enquire, If to eſtabliſh the Epiſcopal Dif 
ſenters, according to the Plan of the Bi! 
be juſt and ſaſe. As for the Juſtice of it, 
know tis dangerous to ſay that an Act 
Parliament is unjuſt, or to ſay that ti 
Parliament can do an illegal thing: b. 
you know the People of Scotland of: 
Denominations are apt enough to ſpe 
their Minds; and if they think ſuch 
Act unwarrantable upon the foot of 
Union, they will not ſtick to ſay ſo, eſp 
cially conſidering that no ſort of Peoy 
were for the Union when it was a makin 
And tho this Bill is brought into Park 
ment all on a ſudden, it has open'd t 
Mouths of all Men here, who cry out u 
gainſt it as an open Breach of the Uni g 
a Violation of that ſolemn Pact betwd n 
che two Independent Kingdoms, of wh « 
che fundamental Articles are to preſeſſi p 
the two Churches of Exgiana and p. 
{and unalterable in all their ſeveral Rig c! 
and Privileges granted by former Par | 
ments, and ratity'd by the Act of Uni £ 
I ſhall not argue the Point with a Perſon 
your Fudgmenr, that knows the Conſt n 
tl 
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tion ſo well; but only ſuggeſt, that all 
Ven here conclude the Union is broken in 
ſcreral Points, and in this amongſt the 
reſt, | 
And ſo the next Enquiry will be, Whe. 
ther *cis ſafe to paſs ſuch a Bill into an 


N 28 of Parliament? Some may be apt to 


conclude, that it is very ſafe for the Queen, 
the Parliament, the Houſe of Hannover, 
the Miniſtry, and the Church of England: 
but by the moſt ſtrict and impar:ial Search 
into the preſent Poſture of Affairs that I 
can make, I muſt beg leave to conclude o- 
ther wiſe. 

For her preſent Majeſty having fo often 
graciouſly aſſur'd the Kirk of all due Pro- 
tection and Encouragement, and the Union 
having been reſerv'd for the Glory of I er 
Reign, and the Feople of Scotland hav- 
ing depended as much upon her Maje- 
ſty's inviolable Honour and Goodneſs, as 
upon any other human Security of their 
ſtipulated Rights; the paſſing fuck an Act 
might alienate the Hearts of her Subjects, 
even of thoſe that have given the higheſt 
Proofs of Loyalty; unleſs it were ſup- 
pos'd that the Queen could not have de- 
clin'd the Royal Aﬀent to it, which I hope 
this Parliament will never give ground of 
ſuppoſing. 

Nor can the Parliament propoſe impreg- 
nable Safety by ſuch an Act; for it is like 
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to create ſuch Confuſions and Diſtractions 
in this part of the Iſland, as may occaſion] 
more Buſineſs for the Parliament than will 
be deſir'd. I mean not only the many 
vexatious Appeals, that ſeem to be the na- 
tural Tendency of an AG ſo ambiguous in 
Expreſſion, and that conſtitutes two diffe- 
rent and independent Churches amidſt af 
hot-brain'd People; but alſo the Animo- 
ſities, Jealouſies and Fears that may be ea-f 
ſily diſpers'd thro the Land, and by the 
Craſt of ſome Men may be improv'd forſ 
an open Rebellion, that may require 2 
Standing Army to ſuppreſs it. And how 
the Liberties of Parliament can be well 
preſerv'd under a Standing Army in any 
part of the Iſland, I leave to your Conſide- 
ration, who have read the ſeveral Opinions 
againſt i it, of the Whigs in the Reign of 
King Charles TI. and of the Tories in the 
Reign of King William. 

And conſequently it muſt look with an 
ill Aſpect at the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the Houſe of Hannover; for except a very 
few), the Epiſcopal Diſſenters are general. 
ly what we call Jacobites. They believe 
the inherent, indefeaſible Right of the 
young Gentleman at Sz. Germains, and 
think themſelves oblig'd in Conſcience to 
allert his Right in due time, let the Con- 
ſequences be ever ſo diſmal to the Rights 


of 
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of the People Civil and Sacred. This be- 
ing rooted in them for many years, tho 
their Policy ſhould incline them to ſwallow 
the uſual Oaths, they would either do it 
with a Reſerve and private Expoſition, or 
would be ready to ſay afterwards that thoſe 
Oaths were taken in durance, and cram'd 
down their Throats by a powerful and ſuc- 

ceſsful Uſurpation, and ſo not obligatory, 
Therefore inſtead of conſulting the In- 
tereſt of the Haunover Succeſſion by this 
Bill, you rather put it in the power of 
the moſt zealous and ſtanch Friends of the 
St. Germains Pretender, the more ſucceſsfully 
to oppoſe that illuſtrious Family's ſucceed- 
ing to govern theſe Kingdoms after the De- 
miſe of the Queen. But I am alſo afraid 
that many others, now hearty Friends of 
the Hannover Succeſſion, may be provok'd 
or decoy'd into dangerous and daring Mea- 
{ures againſt it, by the Hardſhips and Diſ- 
orders that this Bill ſeems to threaten them 
with, if it paſs into a Law without due 
Amendments: For does not every body 
know that the State of the Royal Burroughs, 
is of late many ways diſguſted, and like- 
wiſe the Scotch Nobility? Now it the 
Kirk ſhall be thus invaded too by ſuch an 
Act, I cannot ſay how ſoon a ſtrict Alliance 
may be commenc'd by theſe Three Great 
Bodies, for the Recovery of their Rights 
and Privileges, and ſome means us'd to re- 
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duce themſelves in ffatu quo. If ſuch a 
Deſign ſhould ever be hatch'd, I doubt not 
but they would apply for ſome foreign 
Aid, as not being able to manage it alone : 
And then if the Pretender, nay if the 
Great Mogul, or any other Man (however 
averſe they may be at preſent) did offer 
his Service to them for recovering their priſ- 
tine State, they would, I am afraid, too 
readily comply to accept thereot, when 


chagrin'd, and fretted, and combin'd for 


that purpoſe. I need not add, that as the 
whole People of Scotland, except thofe that 
made the Union, which were but a few, 
were againſt it at firſt; ſo if it was to be 
made again, no Man durſt or would offer 
an Argument for it, having had a ſufficient 
Trial of it already. | 
But further, what Advantage can the 
Miniſtry propoſe by ſuch Innovations ? 
Surely they may remember the late Affair 
of Dr. Sacheverel, which being thought an 
Innovation, made way for their Manage- 
ment. And one would think they have 
not been fo long in play as to ſecure the 
Game, and ward off any future Turn that 
an amus'd and diſguſted People may be the 
unhappy occaſion of. And it it appear they 
are concern'd in paſſing this Bill, they may 
expect the Kirk will pray for them in the 
words of David, Lord turn the Connſel of 
Achitophel into Fooliſhneſs. 


Nor 
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Nor is it the Intereſt of the Church of 
England to paſs this Bill: For tho at preſent 
that Church is not in Danger, the Queen 
and Parliament being entirely Engliſb, and 
all the Places of Profit and Truſt beſtow'd 
on thoſe that cannot be Members of any 


other Church; yet we know not what Evil 


may be upon the Earth, we are not ſure of 
having always ſuch a Monarch as Queen 


AN MV E, and ſuch a Parliament and Mi- 


niſtry as the preſent : And ſhould ihere ariſe 
a Pharaoh that knew not Joſeph, with a 
Parliament and Miniſtry to his Mind, I 
know not but the Rights and Privileges of 
the Church of England might be invaded. 
Then if the Reverend Lords the Biſhops, 


or any others of their Communion, ſhould 


plead againit any Innovations or Infringe- 
ments, becauſe of the many Acts of Par- 
lament in favour of the Church, which 
were all ratify'd by the Unicn as unaltera- 
ble for ever; would it not be reply'd, 
* Why, my Lords and Gentlemen, do you 
complain, after you have, given us a 
* Precedent for theſe Meaſures * Did you 
* not invade the Kirk of Scotland 1n the 
* Year 17-:, that was as well fecur'd by 
the Union, and in the ſame manner as the 
“Church of Englaud was? Surely at 
ſuch a Juncture all good Chriitians of the 
Church of England would be ready to ay 
with Joſeph's Brethren in time of their 1 :t- 
tre ſs; 
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treſs; And they ſaid one to another, we are 
verily guilty concerning our Brother, in that 
we ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul when he be- 
ſought us, and we would not hear: therefore t; 
this Diſtreſs come upon us. 

And thus I have given you the Reaſons 
of my Opinion, and ſhewn that it is not ſafe 
for the Queen, the Parliament, the Houſe of 
Hannover, the Miniſtry, and the Church of 
England. But I am alſo apprehenſive that 
it is not ſafe even for the Epilcopal Miniſters 
and People. For thoſe Epiſcopal Miniſters 
that took the Oaths before September 1695. 
poſlſeſs'd their Livings independently of the 
Kirk; and thoſe of them that ſurvive, need 
no ſuch Act in their favour. And tho the 
others are generally Nonjurors, yet they 
have erected many Meetiog-Houſes without 
being diſturb'd, except when they have done 
{ome things on purpoſe to provoke a Diſtur- 
bance. I need not mention the many Intru- 
ſions (as they ſay) into vacant Churches, 
by raifing Rabbles and committing Riots, 
and wounding thoſe of the Kirk that offer'd 
to plant the Vacancy witi a legal Incum- 
bent : This would be accounted High Trea- 
Jon in our Exgliſb Diſſenters. Several 
Churches and Chappels are alſo poſſeſs'd by 
the Epiſcopal Diſſenting Miniſters, without 
being moleſted. So that if you was here, 
you would acknowledg that there never was 
a National Church ſo much affronted by the 

Diſlen- 
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Diſſenters, that no Church could bear more 
patiently thoſe Affronts, and that no Diſ- 
{enters could be more uppiſh and daring, 
without giving the Government due Vouch- 
ers of their Loyalty. But this very Act 
will break the Party; becauſe they are di- 
vided both about the Religion of the Church 
of England, and alſo about taking the uſual 
Oaths to the State, and praying as the Act 
perhaps may direct. And becauſe there is 
a Deſign here to reduce all the Scortiſþ 
Epiſcopal Miniſters and People to the way 
ef the Church of England, a Rupture muſt 
be the Conſequence : Upon which account 
many of the Party are againſt the Bill as 
now model'd. 

I need not inform you of the many Hard- 
ſhips the Kirk may think to ſuſtain by ſuch 
an Act, not doubting but when the Bill is 
debated, the Members of Parliament that 
are the Kirk's Friends will open that Point 
fully ; and ſome will expect that you will 
ſpeak to it. But you may eaſily judg, ma- 
ny Confuſions muſt follow the erecting of 
two legal Eſtabliſhments, with equal in- 
trinſick Juriſdiction ; whereby an Handle 
will be given to profane Perſons of ſhifting 
their Church, in order to eſcape due Cen- 
ſure. But we hear that this Bill is deſign'd 
for ſome other Ends that are not fit to be 
nam'd, and which I leave you to guels at. 
And becauſe People generally look on = 
Bi 


(12) 
Bill as a Preface to a ſpeedy and total de- 
moliſhing of Presbytery, and of a new 
Erection of Epiſcopacy after the Engliſh 
way, as the only legal Church, which cre- 
ates further Jealouſies, and renders moſt 
People ſuſceptible of what Iwill not men- 
tion; I ſhall refer you to a Noble Author, 
in order to gueſs at what may be the Con- 
fequence, by comparing former I'imes with 
the preſent. Tis the Earl of Clarendon in 
his Hiſtory cf the Rebellion, Vol, I. Book 2. 
from the beginning; where his Lordſhip 
accounts for the Riſe of the Troubles, 21:4 
thews us plainly that the Spring of them 
was the introducing of the Canons and Li- 
turgy into Scotland. I ſhall abridg a good 
deal thereof in his Lordſhip's own words. 
My Lord ſays, It was a fatal Inadvertency 
that the Canons had never been ſeen by the 
Aſſembly of the Clergy, it being almoſt im- 
poſſible that any new Diſcipline could be 
introduc'd into the Church, which would 
not much concera the Governinent of the 
State, and even trench upon or refer to the 
municipal Laws of ibe Kingdom: ard that 
in this Conſiderations the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury had always declar'd to the Bi- 
ſhops of Scotland, That it was their part 
* to be ſure that nothing they ſhould pro- 
* poſe to the King in the Buſineſs of the 
* Church ſhould be contrary to the Laws 


„of the Land, which he could not be 
„thought 
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e chaught to underitand ; and that they 
* ſhould never put any thing in execution, 
« without the Conſent and Approbation of 
« the Privy Council.” But it was the an 
happy Craft of thoſe few Scotch Biſhops to 
get it believ*d by the King, that the Work 
would be grateful to the moſt conſiderable 
of the Nobility, the Clergy and the Peo- 
ple (which they could hardly believe) in 
order to the obtaining his Majeſty's Appro- 
bation and Authority for the Execution of 
that, which they did really believe would 
not find Oppoſition from the Nobility, the 
Clergy or People, againſt his Majeſty's ex- 
preſs Power and Will; which without doubt 
was then in great Veneration in that King- 
dom. My Lord goes on afterwards to tell 
us, that as the Canons and Liturgy were 
things unheard of and new in Scotland, fo 
were not then fit for that Nation; that 
this gave occaſion to cunning Men of ſug- 
geſting to Men of all Conditions, that here 
was-an entire new Model of Government in 
Church and State; that it was thought ne 
other than a Subjection to England, by re- 
ceiving Laws from thence, of which they 


were molt jealous, which they paſſionately 


abhor'd : That they believ'd there was no 
part of their Civil Government uninvaded 
by the Canons, and no Perſons of what 
Quality ſoever unconcern'd, and, as they 
thought, unhurt in them; and that it was 
an 
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an Approach and Introduction to Popery. 
And tho the Scots made no great noiſe, nor 
yet committed any open Diforder, except 
ſpreading Libels againſt the Biſhops, till a- 
bout the Month of Jah) 1637. when the 
Liturgy was publiſh'd, and appointed to be 
read 1n all the Churches, it met with ſuch 
a Reception as all Men know ; the City ot 
Edinburgh being filPd with Tumult, Hol- 
lowing and Out-crying, and bitter Execra- 
tions againſt Biſhops and Popery. Hitherto 
no Perſon of Condition or Name appear'd, 
or ſeem'd to countenance this ſeditious Con- 
ſuſion, but the Rabble: and until the Bi- 
ſhops of Scotland ſent an Expreſs to the 
King about it, there was little. Curioſity in 
the Court or Country of Eagland to know 
what was done in Scotland. But all the 
Kingdom flock'd to Edinburgh, as in a ge- 
neral Cauſe that concern'd their Salvation, 
and reſolv'd themſelves into a Method of 
Government, erected ſeveral Tables, in 
which Deputies fat for the Nobility, the 
Gentlemen, the Clergy, and the Burgeſſes, 
and a Council to conduct their Affairs. 
They diſobey'd the Orders and Proclama- 
tions of the King's Council, as if the Go- 
vernment were regularly in their hands. 
They call'd a General Aſſembly, whither 
they ſummon'd the Biſhops before them, 


and for not appearing excommunicated them. 


And then they united themſelves in their ſo- 
lemu 
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'emn League and Covenant. They got 
molt of the Nobility and conſiderable Gen- 
tlemen either to join with them openly, or 
to be their ſecret Friends. And ſo at laſt 
they ſeiz'd on the King's Forts and Maga» 
zines, and rais'd an Army to withſtand him. 

I need not proceed to tell you what fol- 
ow'd, which was fatal enough and too 
well known; but ſhall only remark, that 
tho the Ezgliſh Liturgy, Epiſcopacy, Ca- 
nons and Ceremonies are like to be intro- 
duc'd into Scotland by an Act of Parliament, 
and not by the ſole Pleaſure of the Sove- 
reign, yet Pm afraid the way of adviſing it 
is much the ſame as formerly. For it is 
now alſo the Unhappy Craft of ſome Men to 
get it believ'd, that the Work would be 
grateful to the moſt conſiderable Perſons in 
Scotland. And therefore they repreſent the 
Presbyterians here as an inconſiderable Hand- 
ful, deſerted by all the Nobility and Gen- 
try. But ſince I came into Scotland, I find 
this Report groundleſs: I confeſs indeed 
there are ſeveral Epiſcopal Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, and many more that are indiffereat 
as to Church-Government ; yet Pm pretty 
ſure many of the firſt, and moſt of the 
others, would eaſily join the Nobility, Gen- 
tlemen, Clergy, and People of the Kirk, in 
preſerving her Conſtitution entire without 
the leaſt Innovation or Incroachment ; ſav- 
ing that many of *em are of my opinion, 

That 
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That the two Churches confirm'd by the 
Union ſhould be equally maintain'd and en- 
courag'd, and that the Diſſenters of Scot. 
land {ſhould enjoy the ſame, and no more 
Privileges than thoſe of England, and upon 
the ſame Conditions, This is indeed the 
true way of maintaining the Peace. of the 
Country, and a keeping of all things in a 
proper Ballance. Ig 
I hear there is a Succeſſion of the Scorch 
Biſhops intended, and that four or five have 
been privately ordain'd : But I ſhall not 
trouble you further at this time, having 
tranſgreſs'd the bounds ef a common Miſ- 
ſive already, for which I beg pardon. Only 
be pleas'd to accept of my Wife's Reſpects 
to you and yours; and {he hopes to ſee 
you at London, it you go not ſoon to your 
Country-Seat. I am, Yes, 


Dear SIR, * 
Your much Obliged and 
Obedient Servant, &. 


